I I - Goodwill Message from the President
H.E. Phan Wannamethee

f on the 70t Anniversary of the Establishment of
§ The World Fellowship of Buddhists
THE WORLD FELLOWSHIP OF BUDDHISTS 2 5 May B.E. 2 563 (2020)

The 25 May B.E. 2563 (2020) is the auspicious occasion of the 70t Anniversary of the
establishment of the World Fellowship of Buddhists (The WFB). We actually should celebrate
this occasion together at the headquarters of The WFB in Bangkok, Thailand as we have
planned previously. Meanwhile, the epidemic of Covid-19 (Coronavirus) happened since end
of B.E. 2562 (2019) and is still widespread to nearly most countries in the world, it had ceased
all mass gathering in order to avoid any contagiousness of the disease. However, if we
positively consider about this crisis, it had made us to keep on with our lives with mindfulness
at all time.

Throughout seventy years of our establishment, I would like to pay tribute to all past
Presidents who led us all to this date, including previous and present Executive Council
Members, all Regional Centres and benefactors of The WFB who mutually assist us to move
forward with confidence and bring The WFB to where it is today. In addition, with very good
co-operation, strong determination and sole commitment for the best of Buddhism of our
subordinate organizations - the World Fellowship of Buddhist Youth (WFBY), where our
younger Buddhist generations are cultivated to take over the task, and the World Buddhist
University (WBU), which is the academic wing and knowledgeable source of Buddhism; they
are all contribute to achievements of The WFB.

Although we are far by distance and unable to mutually celebrate on this auspicious
day of the establishment of The WFB, I would like to take this chance to respectfully engage
the holy Triple Gem and all sacred power in the world bless you and all members of your
organization with good health, safe from illness, and without harm. In addition, I would like
to induce all Regional Centres of The WFB, WFBY and WBU associated to celebrate this
auspicious day of establishment of The WFB at your Centres to mark unity and solidarity of
Buddhists.

Buddhism teaches us that all human beings regardless of their races, beliefs and
religions are the same mankind. In another words, we all are global citizens. Let us spread
goodwill and good sentiments to each others; assist each other with wisdom and compassion.

To celebrate this auspicious day, let us join our spirit to mutually pray for humankind
during this crisis to be safe and peacefully in the light of the principle of Buddhism. All of us
will contribute to activities of The WFB for flourishing of Buddhism in the future.
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Phan Wannamethee

President of the World Fellowship of Buddhists
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